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[ We tender our grateful acknowledgments to a respected friend 
in this city, for his politeness and promptitude in furnishing us with 
several very interesting documents, recently received from England. 
To his attention we are indebted for the last year’s report of the 
London Methodist Missionary Society, the publication of which we 
commence in the present number—under the firm persuasion, that 
a report so interesting to christians of every denomination, as the 
one before us, needs no apology for the number of pages it may 
occupy in several subsequent numbers of the Messenger. Persons, 
who derive no pleasure from a perusal of the reports of missionary 
and Bible societies, those grand and important institutions which, 
at the present day, engage the combined, persevering exertions and 
most fervent prayers of the whole church of Christ in all its various 
sections, can surely lay no legal claim to the character of christians, 
nor can they reasonably expect either profit or delight from the 
reading of religious publications. But such, we trust, is the charac- 
ter and taste of our readers in general, that their attention, (without 
our solicitations) will be eagerly turned to the peculiarly interest- 
ing reports of foreign and domestick christian societies, which will 
for a considerable time occupy our pages, we hope, much to their 
satisfaction.—Eb. | 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
FOREI GN. 


METHODIST MISSIONS. 


Report for the year 1817, of the Executive Committee for the man- 
agement of the missions, first commenced by the Rev. John Wes- 
ley, the Rev. Dr. Coke, and others; and now carried on under 
the direction of the Methodist Conference. 


Charged as the committee have been with the direction of one of 
the most important and extensive missionary institutions of the 
present day, they feel themselves bound by their responsibility to 
ihe conference and to the publick, as well as by justice to that cause 
which has been confided to their management, to present in their 
Von. 411. 8 
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present report, details as ample as its limits will admit, of their own 
proceedings, and of the present state and prospects of the different 
missions, to the support of which the benevolent zeal of the Metho- 
dist societies and congregations, and of the religious publick at 
large, has been directed with increasing interest aud liberality. 

One of the first labours which devolved upon the committee, was 
the sending out to their respective appointments, the additional mis- 
sionaries appointed by the conference of 1816; and to this they ad- 
vert with lively feelings of pleasure and gratitude. The prayers of 
the pious, who, affected by the dark and vicious condition of the 
world, had earnestly entreated the Lord of the harvest to send forth 
uiore labourers, were in this respect answered. 

The accession of so great a number of qualified men, enabled the 
committee to open several important new stations, and to reinforce 
the missions in other places, where the provision was inadequate to 
the exigence of the case, and where the calls of the people, desiring 
‘sto hear words by which they might be saved,” were the most press- 
ing. Six additional missionaries were sent to Newfoundland, three 
to Canada, three to Nova Scotia, one to the Bahamas, one to Jamai- 
ca, four to Antigua, and other British islands in the West Indies, 
two to St. Domingo, one to Sierra Leone, and three to Ceylon; 
making, in the whole, twenty-four missionaries, appointed and sent 
out in the last year. 

’ OF the persons who thus, at the call of the church, have devoted 
themselves to the work of God in foreign parts, the committee state, 
with great satisfaction, that they appeared eminently qualified for 
the iraportant work which was cenlided to them, and that their ta- 
lents, piety, prudence, and zeal, give encouraging promise of ex- 
tensive usefulness. Several of them had laboured in the work at 


home with great acceptance, and the rest were strongly recom-' 


mended by quarterly and district meetings. In their examinations 
by the committee, their religious experience, their views of chris- 
tian doctrine and discipline, and the motives which led them to en- 
gage in the ministry, and particularly to prefer the missionary field 


of labour, were in the highest sense satisfactory. ‘They have been — 


‘separated to the gospel of God,” of men “full of faith and of the 


Holy Ghost;” and the committee commend them, with their fellow . 
missionaries, to the special prayers of all who love the name and - 


cause of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Others, of equal qualifications, have offered themselves, whose 
appointments are referred to the conference, with those particulars 
respecting the vacancies created by the death and removal of mis- 
sionaries, and of the new applications for assistance from different 
quarters, by which such appointments will be regulated. 

The committee now beg leave to present their account of the pre- 
sent state and prospects of the respective missions conducted under 
their direction, in the usual order. 

EUROPE. 

GrsraLrar.—In this small but important station, containing a 

population of from 15,000 to 16,000 souls of all nations, Mr. Thomas 
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Davies is labouring with acceptance and success. The number in 
society, stated in the last report at 55, is now 120, and would have 
been more, but that the society, being in great part composed of mi- 


| litary, is subject to frequent and large diminution by removals. 


The congregation is large, and comprises many respectable resi- 
dents; and the mission, from its evident usefulness, is protected and 
favoured by the local authorities. The situation of Gibraltar being 
peculiarly favourable, Mr. Davies has distributed about 3000 reli- 
gious tracts in different languages, with many copies of the Scrip- 
tures; a considerable number of which, in the Spanish language, have 
found their way into Spain, having been given to people of that na- 
tion resorting to the fortress. Scarcely any other means could be 
found by which either religious tracts or the holy Scriptures might 
be introduced into that country, and though the number is small, and 
the sacred book itself must be read with fear and in perveets it may 


still be hoped, that the blessing of God upon this handful of seed 


| may render it productive of some increase. About 1100 black sol- 
diers from the West Indies have lately been landed at Gibraltar 


from St. Kitts, designed to form a part of the garrison; and Mr. 
Davies has obtained liberty to visit them in their barracks. He pur- 

he instruction in his power, and, as they 
are not able to read themselves, to employ pious European soldiers 


_ to read to them the Scriptures and useful tracts. 


FrancE.—The small societies in Normandy continue steadfast, 
and the congregations increase. At Beauville and Perier, the two 
na places, there appears increasing encouragement. They 

ave been successively visited by preachers from the Norman Isles, 
Messrs. Toase, De Quetville, Olivier, and Le Seur. At Perier, the 
increase of the congregations required more accommodation than 
was afforded by the room which had been occupied for divine wor- 
ship, and a small chapel has been erected, assisted by the contribt- 
tions of the Protestants in the neighbourhood, and the labour of Pro- 
testant stone-cutters and masons. The want of a chapel is also felt 
in Beauville from the same cause—the increase of hearers.* 

Brusse_s.—Mr. Kerpezdron is continued in this station, less for 
what has been already effected by his ministry, than in the hope of 
results more satisfactory, and more encouraging to his faithful la- 
bours. ‘The committee are anxious that he should still lend his aid 
to the revival of true religion in that country, and especially among 
his own countrymen, the French residents; and his late Jetters in- 
dicate, that he is succeeding in turning the attention of some of them 
to the things which “make for their peace.” Ina late letter he ob- 
serves, “After having, by private intercourse, prepared a number of 
respectable French people forthe reception of our doctrines, for 


_™ Since the report was presented, another and very favourable open- 
ing has occurred at Cherbourg This place was lately visited by Mr. 
Toase, from Guernsey, who, from the acceptance of his ministry, recom. 
mended to the committee the immediate appointment of a missionary. 
Mr. Coutanche bas been directed to proceed to this station. 
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which they now profess the highest regard, I found that no ministry 
could be exercised, without license previously obtained from his 
majesty’s minister of worship. In consequence of that, I sent a 
petition to his excellency M. Ripuelar, an! was obliged to renew 
the same a second time before I obtained an answer. In the course 
of next week I am to receive authority to preach in French, as a 
Methodist minister. There is nothing, as you perceive, calculated 
to raise sanguine expectations, but under the impression that we are 
not to «despise the day of small and feeble things. Iam going on 
denying myself, taking up my cross, following the Lord.” 
( To be continued.) 


6 Ci 


EXTRACTS FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE OF THE BRITISH AND FO- 
REIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


From Mr. E. H. Ensslin, secretary of the Wurtemberg Biblical In- 
stitution. Stuttgardt, Dec. 6, 1817. 


We sent into the country in August last, and in conformity to the 
demands made for them, 5860 New Testaments, and are almost 
daily receiving letters in which orders are given for more. The de- 
sire after Bibles is still greater; and we are convinced, that the first 
edition of 10,000 copies will hardly be sufficient to answer all the 
demands. Many country clergymen have written very feeling and 


handsome letters to our institution, in acknowledging the receipt of ; 


th 


the New ‘lestaments; and we find that the confidence of the pub- 
lick in the establishment is daily increasing. 

Most of the New Testaments were publickly distributed in the 
churches of the country towns and villages, on the day of the cele- 
bration of the jubilee of the reformation. This ceremony made a 
deep and solemn impression on many minds. In the metropolis, the 
solemnity of this joyous festival received additional interest from 
the circumstances, that in the three parochial churches, after morn- 
ing service, 1291 copies of the New Testament were distributed 
among the poor, adults as well as children. During the perform- 
ance of divine service, these books lay open upon covered tables 
which were placed in frout of the altar. At the conclusion of the 
service, the clergymen went before the altars of their respective 
churches, and delivered an appropriate address, after which the 
distribution took place by the hands of two members of the institu- 
tion. ‘Lhe schoolmasters conducted the children under their care 
to the altar; ministers of state, privy counsellors, nobles and ple- 
bians were assembled, and all feelingly participated in this solemn 


act. 





On the occasion of the festival, we presented elegantly bound co- | 


pies of the New Testament to their majesties, the king, the queen, | 
and the queen dowager, as well as to the ministers of state, and | 


rivy counsellors; each accompanied by a letter from the committee. 

The king returned an answer through the secretary of state, ex- 
. 5 > . ° . . 5 . 2 

pressive of his pleasure in receiving the copy; and in order to givea 


ie 
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further proof of his good will towards the institution, he declared, he 
had given orders to the treasury, to present it with 200 florins, and 
would be glad to observe the institution continue for the future, as 
active and zea!ous in the pursuit of this philanthropick object, as 
they had hitherto been. The queen, in a letter signed by her own 
hand, expressed her satisfaction at the zeal with which an institu- 
tion, so benevolent in its nature, and so well adapted to the neces- 
sities of our times, had been carried on; and added, that, in aid of 
our object, she had directed 100 florins to be paid to us out of her 
privy purse. Several of the ministers and privy counsellors sent 
us very obliging letters, and most of them made us presents from 
8, 9, to 11 florins. 

Many of the clergy in the country appropriated the collections 
made among their congregations on the jubilee day, to the service 
of the Bible institution. We have received from several poor pa- 
rishes, from 8 and 10, to 20 florins; which sums have, in our judg- 
ment, an increased value, when the present distress of the country 
people is considered. ‘The annual collection in the city, from house 
to house, will take place in the course of this month. 

Our edition of the New Testament finds great admirers every 
where, on account of the beauty of the type and paper. Many of 
the clergy, and also our school inspector, intend to introduce it into 
the schools. 


——=—-_—— 


From a Catholick clergyman in Switzerland. January, 7, 1818. 


Ihave received gratuitously several thousand copies of Leander 
Van Ess’s German New Testament, which I have circulated far and 
near, and which are eagerly read by old and young. For the 
French part of Switzerland, I do not possess such easy means of 
supply, as for the German. In order to cultivate this portion of the 
Lord’s vineyard, 1 applied to Basle, and soon afterwards received a 
thousand ‘Testaments of De Sacy’s version. But those appear only 
a few fragments, when I represent to my mind one hundred thou- 
sand souls to be provided for. 1 have to encounter a great many 
strong prejudices, enforced as they are by the authority of two pa- 
pal nuncios, and other ecclesiastical superiours; but a full persua- 
sion, that the Lord demands my feeble services in this sacred work, 
has fortified my mind, so that [ can courageously proceed in com- 
bating those prejudices, by my publick and private instruction, as 
well as by fervent prayer; and the evident blessing of the Most 
High accompanies our exertions. Many parish ministers join me, 
and aid me with word and deed. 

May I once more repeat my earnest request, that you will sup- 
port me with your powerful arm, uerved as itis by the Almighty, in 
order to satisty the hunger of so many souls in Switzerland, alter 
spiritual nourishment, and to present them with the oracles of truth, 


or to sell them at a cheap rate? 
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From a Merchant in Cologne. Cologne, Dec. 28, 1817. 


_ Let me mention an anecdote of a Catholick soldier, who had taken 
with him a New Testament to Breslau, and afterwards thus wrote 
to his mother:—*What an excellent book is the New Testament! 
Twelve of us assemble every evening in the barracks; one reads, 
and the others listen to the 2 Rete things spoken there. Should I 
ever return to you, my dear mother, you shall find a son in me, quite 
different from what I was. I read now so many good things; and 
as a soldier, I am taught the useful lesson of obedience, which I had 
never learned before.” 


——— 


DOMESTICK. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Second Annual Report. 
(Continued from page 101. vol. 3.) 


While using their endeavours “that the word of the Lord may 
have free course and be glorified” throughout the United States, 
and especially in those parts where there is an incredibly swarming 
population, the board have not been unmindful of their brethren of 
the woods. The condition of these natives, divided from us by their 
language. their manners, their ignorance, their degradation,—by 
every thing which distinguishes savage from civilized man—too 
often by the fraud and other injuries of profligate whites, addresses 
to us a mute but piercing exnostulation for that help which they can 
‘obtain only in very small portions from any other quarter. 

What their aggregate numbers are, it 1s impossible to calculate 
with precision, but small as their population is in proportion to the 
territory over which they are spread, yet surely it is not beneath 
the notice of Bible-philanthropy: nor should they escape the exter- 
mination which threatens them, will they fail to make, by their 
conversion and increase,* a large accession to the Redeemer’s glory 
when he shall appear “having on his head many crowns.” 

The managers have taken up this matter with a view to ascertain 
what is practicable in itself, and can be accomplished by the society. 

Two modes present the only alternative; either to teach them 
English, as the medium of their access to the bible, or to translate it 
for their use into the vernacular tongue. The former has its advan- 
tages. It would put into their hands the same translation from one 
end of the continent to the other; and that derived immediately 
from the originals, instead of being translated from a translation, as 
must in a considerable degree be the case if the Bible be rendered 
into Indian. It would tend to break down the great barrier to 


*It is satisfactorily proved, that where the Gospel has been introduced 
among the Indians, accompanied, as it regularly is, with improvement in 
civilization, the population increases; while that of the heathen tribes 
diminishes. 
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friendly intercourse between them and the whites of a better dispo- 
sition than they are accustomed to see. It would facilitate the 
introduction of useful arts, and the exchange of the’r roving for a 
settled life. Having moreover no letters, it is not easy to imbody 
their speech in sounds of the English alphabet, and no successful 
attempt has yet been made to simplify their language, when written, 
by the invention of original characters. 

But thes» advantages are counterbalanced. In common with all 
other nations, the Indians are strongly attached to their mother 
tongue. They will not submit to the pain of learning another, 
without such a thirst for knowledge as no savage possess. You 
must either convince them of its necessity by instructing them in 
the things of God through an interpreter, or their children must 
acquire itimperceptibly from their familiarity with the white settle- 
ments around them. Experience shows the first to be an Herculean 
task; and the question will always recur, why the worship of God is 
not as econaets in Indian as in English? The second cannot 
take place but upon a small scale; it is a very slow process; the 
Indian strength is weakened with its acceleration; the young people 
are in danger of learning vice as fast as they learn English; the 
tribe is ruined when it is able to understand you; and your end is 
defeated. Besides, as the propagation of our language must keep 
pace with the extension of our frontier, we shall not readily gain 
admittance far beyond the line of the worst examples that can be 
set before them; and it will prove, not an encouragement, buia 
hindrance to their embracing christianity. Their repugnance also 
to the whites, which, in this situation, must every day grow more 
inveterate from feeling themselves continually pushed off their 
grounds, will keep alive their prejudices, will kindle their resent- 
ments, and render them not very friendly to the white man’s talk. 
Indians speaking to their brether Indians, “in the tongue wherein 
every one was born, the wonderful works of God,” bid fair to carry 
the gospel from the Mississippi to the Pacific, and from Canada to 
the Gulf of Mexico; while the English preacher is wasting his lile in 
penetrating a few miles into their own country. And why should 
we imagine that God, with whom “there is neither Jew nor Greek, 
Barbarian, Scythian, bond, nor free,” may not in his mercy “open 
the hearts” of the red men of the woods, as well as of a “seller of 
purple,” to receive the things of his word, and purify their lips to 
proclaim among their fellows, “the unsearchable riches of Christ?” 

The principal difficulty in the way of the Indian translations of 
the scriptures arises from the multiplicity of the Indian dialects. It 
is long since the researches of philologists have exploded the greater 

art of what weie supposed to be radically distinct languages. 
Those of the Indians are ascertained, in many instances, to be dia- 
lects so near akin, that unlettered as he is, a young Ludian can make 
himself master uf several. 

The branches to which the managers would more immediately 
bend their attention are the Mohawk and the Delaware, ‘The for- 
mer would serve for the Five Nations, the Tuscaroras, and the 
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Wyandots or Hurons. The latter, or Delaware, is of higher imper- 
tance, as it has extended itself further than that of any Northern 
tribe. It can convey the scriptures to many kindred tribes that are 
strewed along the frontier of the United States from Canada to 
Georgia. These are the Monsees, the Shawanese, the Kickapoos, 
the Kaskaskias, the Twightwee, or Miamis, and the Chippewas, 
Hurons or Algonquins. ‘This last is said to be the most numerous 
tribe on the northern borders of the United States. 

Among the Delawaresthe United Brethren have a mission already. 
The congregation amounts to about five hundred. They are taught 
to read in their own language; they cultivate the soil; begin to prac- 
tise some of the mechanick arts; and are increasing both by natural 
population and by accessions from the neighbouring tribes. 

Iu their efforts to bring in these outcasts, who are indeed afar off, 
the managers must submit to their circumstances; and take such 
oer of the bible as from time to time they can procure to be trans- 

ated. A beginning has been made. The Rev. Christian Frederick 
Deucke: one of the Missionaries of the United Brethren to the De- 
lawares, stat oned at New-Fairfield in Upper Canada, has complet- 
e|, and forwarded to this board, a translation of the Epistles of John; 
and has also finished a translation of John’s Gospel, and commenced 
that of Matthew; both which will probably be received in the course 
of the year. 

The first, by request of the managers, has undergone a revision 
by the Rev. Mr. Mortimer, of the United Brethren, in this city, and 
by bim pronounced to be correct. 

In consequence of this acquisition, the board, on the 2d of April 
Jast, ordered an edition of one thousand copies, with the English on 
one page, and the Indian on the other. Of these, three hundred are 
to be sent to the Rev. Mr. Dencke at New Fairfield, and one hun- 
dred to Mr. Leuchenbach, missionary in the state of Ohio, to be by 
them distributed among the Aborigines. The residue is lodged in 
the society’s depository, to be transmitted, as opportunity offers, to 
missionaries in other quarters, except so many as may be requisite 
to send to the British and Foreign Bible Society, and the National 
Bible Societies on the continent of Europe. 

The board has also voted a donation of one hundred dollars to the 
Rev. Mr. Dencke, to encourage him in the prosecution of his work. 

With regard to the Mohawk language, the managers find that the 
Gospel of Mark has been translated by the celebrated Indian chief, 
Brandt; and the Gospel of John by Captain Norton, a resident of 
Upper Canada. Should further assistance be required, it may be 
obtained from the Rev. Mr. Jenkins, formerly a missionary among 
the Oneidas; and perhaps from Cornplanter himself, who is repre- 
sented as very favourable to such an undertaking. 

In the mean time, the managers have ordered an edition of one 
thousand copies of Brandt’s translation of Mark, and Norton’s of 
John, to be struck off and distributed among the tribes usually deno- 


minated the Six Nations. 
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The managers cherish the expectation of receiving the counte- 
nance of the christian community in the arduous attempt of trans- 
lating the bible into the Indian languages; especially as one society 
has appropriated its surplus funds to be applied, under their direc- 
tion, to this specifick object. 

The board have also ordered to be cast a set of stereotype plates 
for the New Testameat in Spanish: which will be executed as soon 
as a suitable copy can be procured for the purpose. 

H therto the affairs of the society have been carried on, and the 
severa! species of their property have been kept in a smal! deposi- 
tory, and, tor want of room, in several other places. The value of 
this property amounting, besides the funds in the hands of the Trea- 
surer, to twenty four thousand dollars; the continual jeopardy of a 
large proportion of it; the advanced premium of insurance conse- 
quent thereon; the time ‘ost in travelling from spot to spot, and the 
labour incurred by this perplexing mode of superintending different 
parts of the same business; added to the daily = of all these 
evils, induced the managers to concentrate their business into a sin- 
gie establishinent, either under one roof, or in convenient buildings 
conticious to each other. They would have preferred owning a 


su table edifice, as insuring greater permanency, and a more perfect 
control; but the amount of their funds which such a purchase must 


absorb, would have so diminished their means and crippled their 
eflorts, that they deemed it more advisable, in the infant state of 
their affairs, rather to wave some advantages, than to incur the ha- 
zard of disproportionate expenditure; and have resolved to hire for 
the present. 

It is evident that the business of the society, embracing a multi- 
plicity of objects which are every day accumulating, involves a res- 
pousibility and a labour which are incompatible with a divided and 
casual inspection. It is not possible for men occupied with their 
own concerns to detach so much of their time as justice to the pub- 
lick demands; and the danger was, that even the most capable would 
successively relinquish their charge, or the business of the society 
run inte confusion.* All things considered, they judged it to be of 
sulstantial benefit, and to subserve the purposes of real economy, to 
appoint an agent for this special trust, with a reasonable compensa- 
tio; and they have accordingly made such an appointment. 

A serious article of expense arises from duties accruing to the 
United States, on the importation of bibles in foreign languages, and 
of paper for the purpose of printing bibles; also on the postage of 
letters. 

Foreign paper, especially the French, is preferred, as being made 
of better materials, and of a more durab!e texture than what is ma- 
nufactured in this country at the same prices; and could it be pro- 
cured free of duty, would enable the society to furnish the scriptures 


*For a more detaiied view, the managers refer to an extract from a 
representation of their committee, appended to this report. See Appen- 
dix A, 
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at a reduced rate, and thus to circulate them in greater abundance, 
as weil as bring them more easily within the reach of the poor. 

In addition to the above will be the duties payable on a set of 
stereotype plates for the bible in the French language; which, it will 
be recollected by the society, the managers in their first report 
agreed to receive as part of the donation of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, in lieu of money. 

Impelled by the above considerations, and by the desire of turn- 
ing their means to the best possible account, the managers have laid 
the case before Congress, requesting that copies of the holy scrip- 
tures in foreign languages, and paper imported by the society for 
its own use, may be exempted from impost, and that all letters to 
and from its officers, upon its publick business, may be conveyed free 
of postage. They deputed an active and intelligent friend, Samuel 
Bayard Esq. to present the matter to Congress during the late ses- 
sion. The Philadelphia Bible Society having at the same time pre- 
sented a petition for the exemption of duties on stereotype plates 
and Bibles in foreign languages imported by them, both applications 
were referred to a committee of that honourable body, who agreed 
to report favourably on the several objects therein specified; but 
judging it best to divide them in two classes, and to present in the 
first instance, for the consideration of the house, those exemptions 
for which both societies united in petitioning, that committee 
reported, in part, the form of a bill exempting the American Bible 
Society, and the Philadelphia Bible Society from payment of duties 
on copies of the sacred scriptures in foreign languages that have 
been or may be imported by them, and on stereotype plates for prin- 
ting the scriptures. No final decision has yet taken place; but the 
managers cherish the hope, that in aiding an enterprise of such mag- 
nitude as the diffusing, throughout even the most indigent districts 
and classes, the principles of knowledge and virtue so valuable toa 
republican government, the councils of our country will not refuse 
to add the national bounty to the bounty of individuals, and emulate 
the patronage given by other governments to that noblest of chari- 
ties which, without distinction or pre-eminence of sect, blesses their 
constituents with the word of life. 

(To be concluded.) 


—_ 


MR. JOHN MURRAY, Jun. 


Of the Society of Friends, supported his motion to print the Annual 
Report by the following Address: 


In rising to speak on the present solemn occasion, I feel my mind 
humbled—and it is with diffidence I attempt to offer a sentiment 
before this very respectable assembly. In making the motion which 
I have done, I have two considerations. in view; the one is, to ap- 
prove of the proceedings of the board of managers; the other to avail 
myself of the opportunity of communicating a few sentiments, in 
relation to the highly important nature of this society, formed for 
the express purpose of promoting a general diffusion of the holy 
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acriptures—a work of stupendous magnitude, contemplating incal- 
culable good to the human family; more especially when we connect 
with it a practical observance of those moral and religious duties 
which they enjoin, and with which the scriptures of the Old and 
New Testament are replete. Hence it is, ina peculiar manner, 
obligatory on the members of a society so noble and dignified as 
this is, to be careful and solicitous to square their lives and conduct 
by the precepts contained in the book they are so assiduous and 
zealous to circulate; as it must be granted “that example speaks a 
louder language than precept.” TI rejoice in the hope, that the 
efforts of Bibie societies, and other associations and means for enligh- 
tening the human understanding, and improving the heart, will be 
blessed in an eminent degree, not only in our own country, but tn 
regions far more remote. I also indulge the consoling hope, that 
they will tend to dispel prejudice and bigotry, and to batter down 
that wall of partition which ignorance and iliberality of sentiment 
has raised up between the different religious denominations. lam 
glad in believing that lam no bigot, ind that I can with great sin- 
cerity adopt the language of the apostle Peter, whose mind, like 
many others, had been biassed and warped by the prejudices of edu- 
cation and the force of tradition; but when his understanding be- 
came enlightened by the rays of divine light he could then bear tes- 
timony to the universality of the love of God, uttering the following 
memorable expressions—Of a truth, I perceive that God is no res- 
pecter of persons, but that. in every nation, they that fear him, and 
work righteousness, will be accepted of him.” ‘There is no doc- 
trise more clearly and fully inculcated in the New Testament than 
that of charity, or, in other words, “divine love.” ‘God is love, 
and they that dwell in him, dwell in love:”? and by this, said our 
blessed Saviour, shall all men know ‘ye are my disciples, if ye love 
one another.” ‘The apostle Paul, in the 13th chap. of the first 
Epistle to the Corinthians, describes the excellency of this virtue in 
a peculiar and striking point of view. His illustrations go = plea 
That it is the prominent feature in the christian character. Let us 
therefore, my friends, cultivate this heavenly principle; let us, by 
the tenor of our lives and conduct, evince that we are the disciples 
and followers of Jesus Christ. I am thankful in feeling my heart 
glow with love to all my fellow creatures, and that I meet with those 
of every christian denomination, to whom I can give the right hand 
of fellowship. 

There is one distinction which I am solicitous may be attended to 
in our zeal and fervency to spread the holy scriptures; and that is, 
in speaking of those invaluable writings, let us always bear in mind, 
“They are the words, or written revelation of the mind and will of 
God. They are streams from the fountain of Light and Life—and 
as such, as the apostle declares in his Epistle to Timothy, are able 
to make wise unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 
They are “profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and 
for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be per- 
fect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” Indeed, when we 
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consider this invaluable gift of divine goodness to fallen mankind, 
we may truly say, “They are the most excellent of all writings what- 
soever, whether we consider the holy author of them, the great God 
of heaven and earth; or ‘he inspired penmen of them, the holy pro- 
phets and apostles, who spake and wrote as they were moved and 
guided by the Holy Ghost; or the divine truths therein declared 
and testified of, concerning the. wonderful love of God for the 
reconciliation and salvation of lost mankind, through repentance 
towards God, and faith in, and obédience to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto himself a peculiar people zealous of good works.” 
Tit. 1i. 14—“Upon which considerations thus summarily laid down 
they are worthy of preference to all other books in the world; for 
they are the words, sayings, and testimonies of God, scriptures of 
truth, divinely inspired writings, containing the judgments, and 
statutes of the Lord, and the magna charta of his church.” To ren- 
der the reading and study of the Bible truly profitable, we stand in 
need of a measure of the same divine influence which qualified and 
enabled the holy men of old to write as they were inspired by the 
Holy Ghost. When reflect, my friends, on the solemnity of the 
occasion which has drawn together so large and respectable an as- 
semblage of our fellow creatures, all of mecha trust, are arraigned 
as candidates for an immortal and glorious inheritance, I hope we 
may feel renewedly animated in acause which is calculated to pro- 
mote the present aud the future happiness of mankind. 

I do not wish to trespass either on the time or patience of this 
assembly; but I do not know that I can close my communication 
with sentiments more appropriate, or with language better adapted, 
than was used by my late friend Henry Tucke, at a meeting of the 
Bible Society of York, in England, of which he was a distinguished 
member. 

“I feel,” said he, “disposed to express the gratification which I 
experience on seeing so large and respectable a meeting of my fel- 
low citizens, on the present occasion, and particularly with the 
union of christians of various denominations in the support of this 
great cause. May we not compare the various sects of christianity 
to the different tribes of ancient Israel? We, like them, may have 
some different views, and separate interests; but we acknowledge 
one God, and one Lord, even our Lord Jesus Christ. We profess 
to be governed by the same laws, which are contained in the holy 
scriptures, and though we may not unite in the construction of 
some of these laws, yet, when we consider in how large a proportion 
of them the professors of christianity are agreed, and consequently 
how small is the part in which we differ, there is much cause for us 
to feel as brethren, and to unite, as has frequently been the case, in 
defence of our common faith; and I can truly say, it affords me no 
small pleasure to believe, that if it should ever be my happy lot to 
gain an admittance into that city whose walls are salvation and its 
gates praise, I shall there, as well as here, have many feliow citi- 
zens, and I trust, no smal! portion of those who now hear my voice: 
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who, though I may differ from them on some points of christian 
doctrine, or rather, perhaps, of christian practice, I feel no difficulty 
in believing will finally be added to that innumerable multitude, 
which the divinely eagle-eyed apostle saw standing before the throne 
clothed in white robes, and having im their hands; but, who, 
though possessed of these emblems ousness and of victory, 
were far from claiming any merit to themselves, but ascribed their 
salvation wholly to the Lord God, and the Lamb.” 


i 


The fourth annual report of the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions 
for the Uni 


ADDRESS. 


Thy kingdom come! has been the devout and benevolent aspira- 
tion of every true disciple of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
from those who caught the prayer from his gracious lips, to those 
who now utter the fervent ejaculation, with hearts animated by the 
delightful prospect of its extensive accomplishment, and souls illu- 
minated and fired by the blaze of the divine glory, as the millennial 
Sabbath dawns. In the execution of the vast and unportant, yet 
trulv grateful task of directing the liberality of thousands of their 
brethren to the objects by them designed, and in their endeavours 
faithfully to perform, in every point, to attend to the duties delega- 
ted to them by the geteral convention, the efficacy of the supplica- 
tion has been made evident to the board; and they naw acknowledge 
it, with sentiments of heartfelt gratulation to their brethren in 
Christ, and of devout thankfulness and praise to the Lord God Om- 
nipotent, who, riding forth in the chariot of salvation, deigns to 
make them fellow-workers with himself in the magnificent design of 
redeeming from the dominion of darkness, and the bondage of sin, 
out of every kindred and tongue, and people and nation, the sancti- 
fied, the sacramental host, who shall ultimately join the universal 
choir in ascribing “blessing, and honour, and glory: and power 
unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever 
and ever.” , 

Conceiving that nothing could contribute more to the generous 
ardour of enlightened benevolence, and to the excitement of exten- 
ded christian sympathy, than the diffusion of missionary intelli- 
gence, the board have commenced a periodical publication, entitled 
the Latter Day Luminary: from this, and the documents annexed to 
the present address, may be collected every information respecting 
the number of missionaries under the patronage of the board, their 
destination, their operations, and their prospects of usefulness. It 
may not, however, be improper here to present a concise statement 
of the transactions of the preceding year. 

Our agent, Mr. Rice, has continued persevering in those active 
exertions for the advancement of the missionary cause, which so es- 
sentially contributed to its rise: and, whilst prosecuting this course, 
‘in labours more abundant,” “in journeyings often,”’ “in weariness 
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and painfulness,” “in watchings often,” he has our warmest sympa- 
a and we recommend him to the patronage of every friend of 
ion. 

Brethren Peck and Welch, whose designation to the western mis- 
sion was announced in thelast report, have arrived at St. Louis; 
constituted a church of believers, whom the providence of God had 
conducted thither before them; opened a school; and made excur- 
sions among the Indians in the surrounding country and found them 
generally willing, even solicitous, that their children should be in- 
structed. 

Brother Ranaldson has been actively employed in the states of 
Louisiana and Mississippi, in preaching the .gospel to bond and 
free, with a success that has'rejoveed our hearts; and has establish- 
ed a church in the former state. Though unable, from the sickness 
of his family, to visit the Creek Indians, pursuant to the instruc- 
tions of the board, his representation to the Mississippi Association 
produced a mission from that body, which eventuated in the forma- 
tion of a Creek African church. 

Among the Cherokees inhabiting the wild mountainous country 
which lies on the borders of Norih Carolina and Tennessee, the 
Rev. Humphrey Posey has communicated evangelick instruction 
with acceptance, and has established several schools for the educa- 
tion of their children. Having similar objects in view with respect 
to the Indians inhabiting the state of Indiana, and territory of Ili- 
nois, the board appointed the Rev. Isaac M‘Coy, near Vincennes, 
to missionary service in that quarter. 

Two young missionaries, Messrs. Wheelock and Colman, whose 
hearts are devoted to the cause in which they are engaged, whose 
desires are to live for the conversion of the Burmans to God, ana to 
die among them, have sailed to join their brethren Judson and Hough 
in Rangoon. 

In this limited view of the proceedings of the board, it may be ob- 
served, that the destitute places of the earth have been po out, 
and cultivated by the faithful servants of Christ: the wretched, ig- 
norant, wandering race, whose inveterate habits of savage life have 
often palsied the efforts of those who were warmest in their cause, 
are now induced to submit to the fostering hand of civilization, and 
listen to that gospel which has brought life and immortality to light. 
The poor African, once as “dark in things divine” as the complex- 
ion which providence has stamped upon him, now beholds the “light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 
In personal bondage, he is Christ’s freeman; and, without a country 
in all the world he can caJl his own, his expectations are raised to 
one that is heavenly. And the devoted missionaries in Rangoon 
who have planted the standard of Christ in the empire of darkness, 
and invaded ‘the habitations of cruelty,” will soon, it is hoped, re- 
ceive an accession to their number. 

Such extended operations, it may well be conceived, could not be 
carried on without great expense; and the board, ever regarding 
economy in the use of the funds by the liberality of the publick en- 
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trusted to them, have, nevertheless, been compelled by a sense of 
duty, to make large appropriations for theseeseveral > Fon The 


calls of idence were too plain’ to be misunderstood. They 
wouldniot could not but. promote nt wishes of 
those. hearts God had infused the ire of sacrifi- 


cing almost every earthly consideration to his sacred cause. They 
confided in his faithfulness who has promised to accomplish what 
they are labouring by his blessing to achieve... They trusted, too, 
that there existed in those who have hitherto.favoured them with 
their patronage, a spirit that would not suffer them to grow weary 
in well doing; but which, regarding the success that has crowned 
their efforts, would only find in each renewed demand upon their 
benevolence, a fresh inducement for contributing to such Savana 


purposes. 
(To be concluded.) 


——— 


TENTH REPORT 
Of the Bible society of Philadelphia. 


(Continued from page 92, vol. 3.) 

The board observe with pleasure, that according to the report of 
the “African Auxiliary Bible Society” of this city, they are still 
exerting themselves to promote the interests of their fellow men by 
disseminating the ‘word of truth.” They have collected during 
the past year ninety-seven dollars, most of which sum has been ex- 

ended in the purchase of Bibles, for gratuitous distribution. Aux- 
Wiary to this institution, there has been formed an African Female 
Society, which with a zeal highly commendable is lending its efforts 
in the same great and good design. 

The board have the pleasure of announcing to the society, the 
success of their application to the legislature of this commonwealth, 
for a supplement to the charter of the society. 

A bill has been passed, abolishing the payment of five dollars, at 
the time of becoming a member of the society; and reducing a life 
subscription to thirty dollars. In the expectation that these changes 
will remove from some their objections to becoming members of the 
society, and will by increasing its numbers, increase its means of 
usefulness, subscription books have been prepared and distributed. 

The board feel it aduty thus publickly to express their thanks to 
the members of the legislature, from the city, for their courtesy and 
attention to the wishes of the society, and the interest which they 
manifested in its concerns. 

They regret that in the national legislature they have not been so 
successful. ‘The application for the remission of the duties on ste- 
reotype plates, and on the Scriptures in foreign languages, imported 
into this country, has not been decided upon by congress. 

There have been furnished to sundry persons and societies for 
gratuitous distribution, Bibles and New Testaments, amounting 
to five thousand eight hundred and sixty-four Bibles and Tes- 
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taments, furnished by the society fer gratuitous distribution, during 
the last year. T observe with much pleasure, the benefi- 
cial results of tivity of Sunday schoulsy » By intro- 








ducing to the the rising generation. “the word 
of truth,” and read and value, the tanyand pre- 
cious institutions i ins, they become benefactors of the 


it contains, 
community; and by thus introducing the sacred volume into the ha- 
bitations, and to the notice of many who would in all probability 
never have received, or if they had received, never would have pe+ 
rused it; i fluable auxiliaries to the Bible cause. 
ir rk of aistributing the Bible, the socie- 
will be able ‘to gment by observing the numbers that 
uring the last year they received from this suciety. 

The society will observe, that to German emigrants a number of 
German Bibles were distributed. These strangers came to our 
shores generally in distress for the comforts of this life; and unpro- 
vided with those “lively oracles” which might have afforded them 
comfort in the midst of sorrow, and pointed them to a some where 
changes and sorrows shall be no more known. ‘The board feeling 
deeply for their hapless condition, gladly embraced the opportunity 
of furnishing them with the Scriptures. In the er. of an apos- 
tle, “silver and gold we have not, but such as we have we give it;” 
it is the message of peace and love; the revelation of the mercy and 
grace of God. And this we trust they will find more precious than 
rubies. 

In their endeavours to extend the sphere, and increase the means 
of their usefulness, the board have been desirous of organizing 
county auxiliary Bible societies, throughout the state of Pennsylva- 
nia. They anticipated in their last report to the society, the plea- 
sure of announcing to them at this meeting, that so desirable an ob- 
ject was accomplished. In this they have been disappointed, not 
from any want of will on their part to prosecute the design, but from 
their inability to obtain a suitable person, to act as their agent in 
the business. The design however is not relinquished, but the hope 
still cherished, that an agent may be obtained, and that through their 
instrumentality, those parts of our state which continue destitute of 
the word of truth, will ere long receive the precious gift. [In order to 
accelerate so desirable an event, a circular letter and the form of a 
constitution for such societies, have been circulated through the 


state as generally as possible. 
(To be concluded.) 
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